
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 2010 

STAMFORD CENTRAL SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER 
1 River Street 

Stamford, New York  12167 

Superintendent’s Message 

  

Inquiring minds want to know - what really goes on in the summer at Stamford Central 
School? 
  
Summer has been a most busy time for those of us at the school through July and 
August. 
  

 The Guidance Office has been busy finalizing transcripts, enrolling students into 
summer school as needed, creating student schedules, and will spend next month 
revising student transcripts based on summer school results as well as updating any 
scheduling changes as a result of summer school. 

 The Business Office has welcomed the auditors, closed last year’s books, opened this 
year’s books, completed hundreds of requisitions to get materials here prior to the start of 
the school year, participated in cooperative purchasing through BOCES, initialized new 
payrolls and salary contracts and assisted with the filing of state and federal reports. 

 The Building Principal’s Office has been very busy filing reports to finalize the federal 

and state grants received last school year and applying for the grants for the next school 
year. In her role she also deals with all the data analysis (discipline, attendance, testing 
results, etc) and makes recommendations for school improvement based on the data. In 
addition to finalizing the master schedule and reviewing the summer school data, her 
office will assist with the summer administration of the August Regents Exams. 

 The Special Education Office has finalized Individual Education Plans, followed up on 
meetings that could not be held during the school year, and filed the year-end reports. 
During August, the Special Education Office will be busy completing the state mandated 
reports in order for the district to receive state aid on the students with disabilities in our 
district. 

 Summer School has served a total of 74 students. Fifty-nine of those students are in 
regular summer school with an additional 15 in Driver’s Education. There will also be 
some walk-in students taking regents exams in August. 
  
My job remains the same over the summer, with the added responsibilities of facilitating, 
directing, and monitoring the events these other areas. While working with the business 
manager to close out last year’s budget and open the next, I am responsible for certifying 
the many and various reports to the state education department. The American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act of 2009 added funds in our last year’s budget to help keep 
academic programs and professionals intact. With it came additional reporting and 
certification of funds. I also work closely with the Board to establish goals for the district 
and to review the Board policies and make recommendations for updating or changing 
policy based on legal revision. 
  
                                                                                                                                                                          (continued on page 2) 
                                                                                                                                                                                    
  

  

 

  
School Phone 

652-7301 
Guidance Phone 

652-7661 
School Nurse 

652-1226 
  

 
Please notify the main 
office if you have a 
change in name, 
address, phone 
number or any 
corrections to what we 

have on file. 
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Superintendent Message… Continued 
  

So before we know it, the school calendar will be published, new faculty and staff will be hired, policies and 
procedures will be updated and communicated through our website (board minutes), teachers will have 
completed summer professional development and prepare classrooms (yes, many of them work during the 
summer, too!), summer school will be completed, the cafeteria food orders will be in and menus planned, the 
building will be freshly cleaned by the custodians, and the buses will be maintained, inspected and ready to 
bring students to school on September 2! 

  

Congratulations to Camp H.E.R.E. on another successful season and many thanks to the Robinson 
Broadhurst Foundation for their support of that summer program for our youth. I look forward to the Alumni 
Association Reunion at the school on August 7th. I welcome any of you to stop in and visit with questions, 
concerns, or a simple “hello”.  In addition, I look forward to the arrival of teachers on September 1 for a 
conference day and the students on September 2 for the first day of classes. 
  
Warmest regards, 
  
  
Tonda Dunbar, 
Superintendent 

FERPA NOTICE 
  

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), A federal law, requires that Stamford Central School with 
certain exceptions, obtain your written consent prior to the disclosure of personally identifiable information from your 
child’s education records.  However, Stamford Central School may disclose appropriately designated “directory 
information” without written consent, unless you have advised the District to the contrary in accordance with District 
procedures.  The primary purpose of directory information is to allow the Stamford Central School to include this type of 
information from your child’s education records in certain school publications.  Examples include: 
  
 A playbill, showing your student’s role in a drama production; 
 The annual yearbook; 
 Honor roll or other recognition lists; 
 Graduation programs; and 
 Sports activity sheets, such as for wrestling, showing weight and height of team members. 
  
Directory information, which is information that is generally not considered harmful or an invasion of privacy if released, 
can also be disclosed to outside organizations without a parent’s prior written consent.  Outside organizations include, 
but are not limited to, companies that manufacture class rings or publish yearbooks.  In addition, two federal laws 
require local educational agencies (LEA’s) receiving assistance under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 
1965 (ESEA) to provide military recruiters, upon request, with three directory information categories - names, addresses 
and telephone listings - unless parents have advised the LEA that they do not want their student’s information disclosed 
without their prior written consent. 
  
If you do not want Stamford Central School to disclose directory information from your child’s education records without 
your prior written consent, you must notify the District in writing by October 1, of the current year.  
  
               

(continued on page 3) 
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FERPA NOTICE (continued) 
Stamford Central School has designated the following information as directory information: (Note: an LEA may, but does 
not have to, include all the information listed below.) 
  
 Student’s name 
 Participation in officially recognized activities and sports 
 Address 
 Telephone listing 
 Weight and height of members of athletic teams 
 Electronic mail address 
 Photograph 
 Degrees, honors, and awards received 
 Date and place of birth 
 Major field of study 
 Dates of attendance 
 Grade level 
 The most recent educational agency or institution attended.   
  
The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) affords parents and students over 18 years of age (“eligible 
students”) certain rights with respect to the student’s education records.  These rights are: 
  
1. The right to inspect and review the student’s education records within 45 days of the day the School receives a 

request for access.  Parents or eligible students should submit to the School principal (or appropriate school official) 
a written request that identifies the record(s) they wish to inspect.  The School official will make arrangements for 
access and notify the parent or eligible student of the time and place where the records may be inspected. 

  
2. The right to request the amendment of the student’s education records that the parent or eligible student believes are 

inaccurate or misleading.  Parents or eligible students may ask the School to amend a record that they believe is 
inaccurate or misleading.  They should write the School principal (or appropriate official), clearly identify the part of 
the record they want changed, and specify why it is inaccurate or misleading.   If the School decides not to amend 
the record as requested by the parent or eligible student, the School will notify the parent or eligible student of the 
decision and advise them of their right to a hearing regarding the request for  amendment.  Additional information 
regarding the hearing procedures will be provided to the parent or eligible student when notified of the right to a 
hearing. 

  
3. The right to consent to disclosures of personally identifiable information contained in the student’s education records, 

except to the extent that FERPA authorizes disclosure without consent.  One exception, which permits disclosure 
without consent, is disclosure to school officials with legitimate educational interests.  A school official is a person 
employed by the School as an administrator, supervisor, instructor, or support staff member (including health or 
medical staff and law enforcement unit personnel); a person serving on the School Board; a person or company with 
whom the School has contracted to perform a special task (such as an attorney, auditor, medical consultant, or 
therapist); or a parent or student serving on an official committee, such as a  disciplinary or grievance committee, or 
assisting another school official in performing his or her tasks.  A school official has a legitimate educational interest 
if the official needs to review an education record in order to fulfill his or her professional responsibility.  Upon 
request, the School discloses education records without consent to officials of another school district in which a 
student seeks or intends to enroll. 

  
4. The right to file a complaint with the U.S. Department of Education concerning alleged failures by the 
      School to comply with the requirements of FERPA.  The name and address of the Office that administers 
      FERPA are:     
       Family Policy Compliance Office 
                                          U.S. Department of Education 
                                                 400 Maryland Avenue, SW 
                                                 Washington, DC 20202-4605 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

  
It’s hard to believe that another summer is almost over!  I hope you found relief from the hot weather we have 
had.  Too bad we couldn’t store some of that heat; no doubt we will be reflecting fondly of those warm days 
when winter arrives! 
  
We have had a busy and productive summer.  Mr. O’Connell was the Principal of our summer school which 
was housed here for six (6) weeks, for students from eleven (11) districts, offering 17 courses, plus drivers’ 
education.  Regents’ exams were given over a period of three (3) days. 
  
Our teachers spent time this summer working on new Curriculum (i.e. HS Math, grades 5-8 ELA and K-6 
writing) and attending trainings (i.e. Writing and SmartBoard).  We will continue to hone our Math 
benchmarks so that we have specific targets for our students to meet as they discover and learn the 
concepts of mathematics. 
  
This year, we will review the State’s new “cut scores” on the 3-8 tests to determine how we can ensure 
success for our students in mastering the material in accordance with the NYS Standards.  We will be 
working on creating assessments that measure student growth to guide our instruction so that we are 
prepared to demonstrate our effectiveness.  We will continue to use Acuity and Castle Learning (online 
assessment tools) that have proven to be valuable resources and student-friendly means of practice and 
review.  We will work with our Special Education department to establish more inclusive practices with some 
of our Special Education students.  We will continue to have training in this area of inclusion for regular 
education teachers, special education teachers and Licensed Teaching Assistants so that we can develop 
the best collaborative practices for this new, team-approach to teaching.  
  
Please give a warm welcome to our new hires:   
   
  Mrs. Sarah Schmitt  - Guidance Counselor 

Ms. Joanna Rappleyea  - AIS Reading teacher 
Ms. Kari Ruff - PreK Teacher 

  
We have a few personnel changes:   

  
Mrs. Erin Mathewson - 2nd grade teacher 
Mrs. Sarah Haynes  - Kindergarten teacher (our 2nd K teacher) 
Ms. Wilson – has moved from Elementary Counselor to HS Counselor 
Mrs. Ciairavino –will now serve as the Principal’s secretary and CSE secretary 
Ms. Cahill – will now be dedicated to the Business office 

  
We have a few changes relative to the number of sections per grade: 
  
  Kindergarten will continue to be 2 sections 
  Grades 1, 2, 3 and 4 will have only 1 section 
  
Policy changes:   
  
The Board of Education has approved updates to the Attendance Policy, Acceptable Use Policy, and Cell 
Phone Policy, so please be sure to review these policies with your children and become familiar with the 
changes.                                                                                                                                  (continued on page 5) 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

(Continued) 
  
They are available on our website and hard copies are available in the main office.  Our Student Code of 
Conduct is currently under review.  Please stay tuned! 
  
Our primary grades (K-2) will continue with our monthly “K-2 Celebrates” program.  Families and friends are 
welcome to attend.  Please see the school calendar for dates and times.  I hope you join us to see the talents 
of our youngest students!  
  
The first day of classes is on Thursday, September 2.  We will then have a long weekend to celebrate 
Labor Day and classes will resume on Tuesday, September 7.   
  
Orientation for grades 1-4 will be Wednesday, September 8th starting at 6pm, while our Orientation for 
grades 5-12 will be held on Tuesday, September 14th with 5th/6th starting at 6pm and 7-12 starting in the 
auditorium at 6:45pm.  Mrs. Nickerson and Ms. Wilson will be in our upstairs Computer Lab to demonstrate 
how parents can access our eSchool Plus student management system.  Information such as student 
registration information, attendance, discipline, medical information, high school schedules, interim reports, 
report cards, some assignments/grades, etc. can be viewed.  Welcome to the 21st century! 
  
I look forward to the halls coming alive with the sights and sounds of students.   
  
Let the school year begin………. 
  
  
  
Ruth Harlem Ehrets 
Building Principal 
  

 

Medical News 
  
According to New York State Law, in order for any medication to be given in school, prescription or non-prescription, the 
following must be met: 
  
 1. The medication must be in its original container. 
 2. Written instructions from the parent as to why, when, and how much medication to give the student. 
 3. Written instructions from the physician to administer the medication in school. 
  
State Law also requires that all students in Grade K, 2, 4, 7,10, and all students new to our district receive a physical 
exam during the school year.  These exams will be given by our school doctor unless a copy of a private exam is 
received in the health office at the beginning of the school year.  In addition, all students playing sports must have a 
yearly physical exam.  Reminder, students entering 6th grade need to have proof of receiving Tdap and Varicella 
vaccines.  If your child did not receive the Varicella vaccine due to having the chicken pox, then you need to submit a 
written statement from your child’s health care provider stating that your child has had the disease.   
  
If you have any questions please call the school Nurse, Mrs. Liberati at (607) 652-1266. 
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Cafeteria News 
  
With the start of school just around the corner I would like to welcome you back and hope everyone had an enjoyable 
summer. 
  
School cafeteria prices will remain the same for the 2010-2011 school year. 
  
Breakfast--- K-12       $1.00                          Lunch---K-3           $1.75 

Reduced                     .25                             Lunch---4-12          $2.00 

                                                                     Reduced                   .25  

BREAKFAST 
A breakfast special will be offered daily along with bagels / cream cheese or cereal. 
  
LUNCH 
Lunch will consist of a hot lunch or a soup/sandwich alternative served daily. 
  
Specialty salads are available to the students at a cost of $2.50 for a bowl and $3.50 for a platter.  These are made 
fresh to order.  Students have a choice of: 
  

Lettuce, Cucumbers, Grape Tomatoes, Carrots, Green Peppers, Black Olives, Boiled Eggs 
Tuna, Turkey, Ham, Salami, American Cheese and Swiss Cheese 

  
All salad dressing choices are fat free or low fat. 

  
We also offer fresh fruit bowls for the cost of $2.50 with seasonal fruits and cottage cheese, or a small cup size for 75 
cents.  If a student would like to order a salad and/or fruit bowl we ask that they do so by 9:15AM.  We always have 
some available on the serving line but if they want specific items they should preorder. 
  
Please keep in mind the importance of the free/reduced lunch applications.  All students who are eligible should have 
the opportunity to participate in the program.  If your child (along with siblings entering) were receiving free/reduced 
meals when school ended in June, they will automatically continue to do so until September 30, 2010.  You must 
however have a new application filed and approved with us before the date in order to continue the program.  If the 
application is not returned to us before the deadline, September 30th, then your child will become a full pay student.  
You will then be responsible for all charges occurred until an application has been submitted and an approval has been 
determined.  I suggest that you fill out the application as soon as you receive it and return it promptly as it takes a few 
days to get processed.  At any time during the school year if your family income changes you may refile an application. 
  
Cafeteria accounts/deposits remain the same.  I ask that you keep the accounts current.  Please realize that a charge is 
a privilege and will only be given in emergencies, however we are not in the position to allow multiple charges.  If your 
child does need to charge a meal, please send in the funds to cover the charge as well as money for the account the 
following day.  After one courtesy charge, a peanut butter and jelly sandwich, fruit and white milk will be provided and 
charged until money is added to the account.  Students will not be allowed to charge extra or ala carte items to their 
account if they have a negative balance.  Just a reminder that any balance left on student’s accounts automatically 
rolled over to the 2010-2011 school year. 
  
I would like to thank Camp HERE, summer school and any students who were able to participate over the summer 
months.  The cafeteria was able to once again provide lunches through a Summer Feeding Program with the State 
Education Department.  Our need for this program is based on the number of free/reduced applications we approve 
during the school year.  Please realize the importance of these applications, return them promptly and help us to benefit 
the children in our community year round.  If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at 652-
1254, except during hours when lunch is being served (10:15AM - 12:45PM).   
  

Dawn Townsend, Cafeteria Manager 
  
  
  
  
Dawn Townsend 
Cafeteria Manager 
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FREE AND REDUCED LUNCH ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES 
  

INCOME CHART 
Effective from July 1, 2009 until *Further Notice 

  
The following chart lists income levels according to household size and income levels received either yearly, monthly, or 
weekly.  If your total household income is the same or less than the amounts on the Income Chart below, your children 
can get reduced price meals, and may be eligible to receive free meals. 
  

REDUCED PRICE ELIGIBILITY INCOME CHART 
Effective from July 1, 2009 to June 30, 2010 

  
Household Size  Annual   Month  Twice-Monthly Bi-Weekly Weekly 
  
1........................... $20,036  $1,670   $ 835   $ 771  $386 
2...........................   26,955    2,247   1,124   1,037    519 
3...........................   33,874    2,823   1,412                 1,303    652 
4...........................   40,793    3,400    1,700   1,569    785 
5...........................   47,712    3,976   1,988   1,836    918 
6...........................   54,631    4,553   2,277   2,102  1,051 
7...........................   61,550    5,130   2,565   2,368  1,184 
8...........................   68,469    5,706   2,853   2,634  1,317 
For each additional  
family member add....     6,919            577      289      267     134 
  
*For the current school year, USDA is directing schools to use the 2009-2010 Income Eligibility Guidelines 

  
  

Free and Reduced lunch applications will be sent home on the first day of school. 
  
  
  

Bus Transportation  
Within the Village 

  
 The Stamford Central School Board of Education 
Policy concerning transportation within the village limits 
reads as follows:  
  
 “The Board of Education will not furnish bus 
transportation to students in grades 1-12 living within the 
incorporated limits of the village with the exception of first 
graders who do not have access to sidewalks”.  
  
 Stamford Central School does offer transportation 
to all kindergarten students living within the village, 
students classified by the Committee on Special Education 
and deemed appropriate on their IEP, and a few very 
hazardous locations which have already been identified by 
the transportation department.   
  
 Please do not call the school to request “in village” 
bus transportation unless your child falls under one of the 
previously mentioned conditions.  We would like to thank 
you in advance for your cooperation concerning this 
matter.  
  
Stamford Central School 
  
  

PRICE CHOPPER  

HELPS SCHOOLS 
  

  

 Help our school get FREE 
Equipment! 

  
Log onto www.pricechopper.com to  
register your Price Chopper Advantage 
Card for our school code 18669. 
  
This will automatically earn credit for our 
school every time you shop at Price 
Chopper and use your Advantage Card. 
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Student  

Transportation 
  

 During the first week of school your 
children will be given assigned 
seats on the bus.  Please be 
advised that they are to sit in those 
seats only, facing front and keeping 
hands and feet to themselves.  
Students boarding or getting off a 
bus must stay at least fifteen feet in 
front of the bus.  We strongly 
encourage appropriate behavior in 
the best interests of the safety and 
welfare of all our students. 
  
It is expected that all students will 
ride their assigned school bus to 
and from school.  The only 
exception to this rule are students 
who have brought a bus note to the 
Main Office indicating that they are 
to ride a bus other than their own 
for emergency purposes.   Please 
note, any change of 
transportation needs to be 
reported to the Main Office prior 
to 2PM. 
  
TRANSPORTATION POLICY 
Transportation for eligible students 
will be provided only at consistent 
pick-up and drop-off points.  Unless 
in an emergency, daily changes will 
not be honored.  A phone call is 
necessary in case of an emergency.  
Parents may pick up or drop off 
students (in the upper parking lot) 
provided there is a written note. 
  
This policy has been adopted as a 
result of the unusually large number 
of requests we have received to 
have children dropped off or picked 
up at places other than their home.  
It has become difficult to notify the 
bus drivers of all the changes and 
results in confusion and delays. 
  
DRIVING A SCHOOL BUS REQUIRES 
A GREAT DEAL OF 
CONCENTRATION.  FOR THE 
SAFETY OF YOUR CHILDREN AND 
OTHERS IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT 
STUDENTS FOLLOW THE BASIC 
RULES LISTED ABOVE. 

  

 

Snow Days School 

Cancellations 
  

 Please listen to the following radio 
stations between 6:00 and 7:30 a.m.:   
  
WSRK 103.9 FM  WDOS 730AM 
WDHI 100.3 FM WDLA 92.1 FM  
WZOZ 103.1 FM  WRIP 79.9 FM  
  
 For up to date information you may log 
on to: www.wrgb.com, www.wicz.com 
www.wbng.com 
  
Information is also provided on the 
following television stations: 
  
WRGB Ch 6 (Cable 26) 
WBNG Ch 12 (Cable 3) 
WICZ Ch 40 (Cable 20) 
WKTV Ch 2 
  
Please do not call school.  Phone lines 
need to remain open for emergencies. 
  
The decision to close school is a 
collaborative effort involving the following 
parties:  Head Custodian, Transportation 
Supervisor, Superintendent of Schools, 
school administrators, Town Highway 
Superintendents, N.Y.S. Transportation 
Department, County Transportation 
Department and surrounding school 
districts.  General rule of thumb is to 
have a decision made prior to 5:30 a.m. 
in an effort to give ample notice to 
parents.  In addition, we check at 6:30 
a.m. in the event there is an abrupt 
change in weather conditions. 
  
In the event of a delayed opening, we 
ask for cooperation in the following ways: 
  
A)  Please listen closely to one of the 
above media channels 
B)  Please do not send children who walk 
to school until the indicated time in the 
event there is a change to close. 
C)  Children who ride the bus should 
listen to one of the media channels for 
any changes to prevent waiting in bad 
weather for a bus. 
  

  HELP US PROTECT YOUR 
CHILDREN AS THEY TRAVEL TO 
AND FROM SCHOOL 
  
Certain types of children’s clothing can 
create a hazard as your child gets off the 
school bus.  Especially dangerous are: 

Long dangling jacket or sweatshirt 
drawstrings, Long backpack straps 

Long scarves or other loose clothing 

 

 
Such clothing can be caught in the bus 
handrail, door, or other equipment as the 
child gets off the bus. 
  
In recent years, a number of children 
across the U.S. have had their clothing 
caught as they exited the bus.  Several 
of these children were dragged by the 
bus and then killed when the bus ran 
over them. 
  

Please take the time to check your 
childrenôs clothing to make sure it is 

safe. 
  

Also, please talk with your child about 
the following safety rules: 
  

Stay away from the Danger Zones 
around the bus. 

Donôt try to pick up something 
dropped near the bus ï  

The bus driver might not see you. 
Remember that other motorists donôt 
always stop for a stopped school bus 
ï use extreme caution whenever 

getting on or off the bus. 
  

SCHOOL BUS SAFETY IS A  
TEAM EFFORT ï NOTHING IS MORE 
PRECIOUS THAN A CHILDôS LIFE. 

  

 

Bus Routes 
  

Bus # 65 ï Frank Hitchock Route 23 – 

East, Route 10, Terry Road, Village  
  
Bus #  67 ï Gene Muthig Harper Hill, 

Shaver Road, Hornbeck Road, Route 23 
  
Bus # 66 ï Kathy Sutton Ridge Road, 

Porn Road, Meeghan Road, Capehorn 
Road, Benjamin Road, Bund Road, 
Stamford Village 
  
Bus # 72 ï Kathy Griswold  O’Dell Lake 

Road, Peters Road, Bruce Hill Road, Rt. 
10, Back Hobart Road,  Gaffey Road 
  
Bus # 70 ï Betty Gathen North Kortright 

Church,  Underpass Road, Co. Route 33, 
Betty Brook Road,  Route 23 
  
Bus # 64 ï Donald Kendall Fisher Road, 

Peck Street,  Middlebrook Road, Wilcox 
Road 
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PRICE CHOPPER  

HELPS SCHOOLS 
  

  

 Help our school get FREE 
Equipment! 

  
Log onto www.pricechopper.com to  
register your Price Chopper Advantage 
Card for our school code 18669. 
  
This will automatically earn credit for our 
school every time you shop at Price 
Chopper and use your Advantage Card. 

MESSAGE FROM SCS BOARD PRESIDENT 

Greetings  Parents and Community members.  As the new 2010 – 2011 school year draws rapidly upon us, I want to 
thank the parents of our students for choosing SCS as their children’s educating partners.  I want to thank our 
community for supporting our school. We appreciate your confidence in Stamford Central School  as the best possible 
education for your child.  We do not take for granted that our student’s education will be one of the most important 
factors that will help shape their happiness and future. 

Current: 

SCS’ mission is to build a partnership of students, families, staff, and community members in order to create an 
educational community dedicated to excellence …… BOE will continue to focus on excellence for our students  as 
we work to establish districtwide  goals to meet the demands of preparing our students for a global economy.  Given this 
and with your help,  we will set goals and use those goals to continually guide our work as a board.  We look to 
collaboratively set these goals and then share them with the community through various forums such as internet, 
newsletters and community events/meetings.  As we strive for excellence, we do meet many constraints: 

Constraints: 

NYS  has warned us that our Aid might be reduced by an additional $800 to $1,090 per student for the 2010 – 2011 
school year.  NYS has also alerted us that our retirement rate will be increased by 11.4%.  Our employment contracts 
will increase  thus our expenditures will increase.  Items such as these and  several others may indicate a revenue cut of 
close to low six figures for next year’s budget.  Our total current budget is $8.6mm.  In order to not only bridge the gap 
between the needs of our students, the constraints of Aid and the tax levy, we need your help to meet these needs and 
raise the bar for our students to help better prepare them for the future.  Here is what we have done thus far (and 
continue to do): 

-           We work deligently to cut our expenses: 
o   By working with other districts to group our purchases to get the best pricing. 
o   Employees are dividing time between tasks that most districts have additional staffing to complete. 
o   All extracurricular activity has reduced expenses as much as possible to maintain the running of 

these programs. 
o   Our booster clubs and parent groups work tirelessly to help with the extras our budget does not 

allow. 
o   Working with BOCES towards a COSER to provide more AP courses and college credit bearing 

courses  for our student body.  The COSER allows us to share the cost with other district in order to 
provide more opportunities to help our students meet the demands of the future job market. 

  

We need your help.  In the coming months, we will look to partner with the community more to help meet the needs of 
our students/your children while maintaining good stewardship over our budget.  Bottom line, we have to do more with 
less financial resources, but believe that with your help we can accomplish great things together. 

On behalf of the Board, I hope everyone enjoyed the summer vacation and look forward to an exciting new school year. 

  

Flerida Parker 

SCS Board President 
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Freshman Fall Clean Up 
  

It is that time of year again!  The freshman class will be participating in the fall clean-up from Monday October 4th 
through Monday October 18th.  For just $5 an hour you can have a Stamford Central School student help with cleaning 
up the yard, or any other project that needs to be completed before the winter snow begins to fall.  All the money raised 
will go to help the class of 2014.  If you are interested please send an email to drhone@stamfordcs.org, or call the main 
office at 652-7301. 
Danielle Rhone 
2014 Class Adviser 

A Message from the SCS Library Media Center: 
  

The Library Media Center is pleased to announce that we are the recipients of a generous Robinson Broadhurst 
Foundation Grant in the amount of $75,000. The grant will be disbursed over the next three years. The funds will be 
used to remove and replace outdated and damaged materials from our Elementary and High School Libraries. Some 
funding will also be used to purchase additional computers for student use. Need for the grant was determined by a 
collection analysis indicating that the average age of our holdings is below the standard for school libraries. New 
materials will be selected to replace weeded items, fill gaps in coverage, and align with changes in the curriculum. 
Materials targeted for removal will be donated or recycled. 
  

In other news, the SCS Library is gearing up for another exciting school year! We will be opening enrollment for 
the 1000 Books Program in September. Any SCS student in grades Pre-K through 4 is eligible to participate in this 
reading engagement program funded by the Joyce and David Barber Fund of the Community Foundation for South 
Central New York. Look for a note from the Library for more information once school is in session! Middle and High 
School students: Have you read anything worth sharing over the summer? Found a cool electronic gadget or resource? 
Submit a Book Talk or Tech Talk Review for the Library’s new website. The new site will be going live next school year. 
Be the first to contribute! See Mrs. Knoetgen for more information. 

  
Mrs. Carrara Knoetgen, SCS Library Media Specialist      
Mrs. Patricia Beck, SCS Licensed Teacher’s Assistant 

  

  

Are you interested in getting your GED? 
 
ONC BOCES offers free Adult Basic Education, GED preparation and ESL classes.  These programs are offered free of 
charge to adults 21 years and older who do not have a high school diploma or GED.  The Adult Education Home Study 
program called GRASP (Giving Ready Adults a Study Program) is also available to adults. Through GRASP, students 
prepare for their GED at home.  Adults who participate in our GED programs are eligible to take vocational programs at 
our occupational centers, free of charge.  To get more information or to register for classes, please call: Barbara Sepp, 
GED Instructor/Student Advisor, at (607) 286-9829.         
  

Certified Nursing Assistant/Home Health Aide Program 
  
In addition to offering the above classes to adults, ONC BOCES offers a 120 hour CNA/HHA program.  To be eligible for 
this class you must be 18 years of age or older.  Students will leave the class eligible to sit for the Certified Nurse Aide 
exam and with a Home Health Assistant certificate issued by the NY State Dept. of Education.  The CDO Workforce is 
offering limited funding to eligible candidates.  Orientation and classes are held in Otsego and Delaware Counties.  To 
get more information, please call Jeanine Velan, Adult and Continuing Education Coordinator, at (607) 652-1212.  
  
Check out our ONC BOCES website (www.oncboces.org) to get an idea about other Adult and Continuing 

Education Program learning opportunities offered each Fall and Spring!   
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Annual Notices 

This is to advise you of your rights with respect to the school records relating to 
your child's or you, pursuant to the Federal Family Educational Rights and 
Privacy Act of 1974: 
  
All parents of Stamford Central School students have the right to inspect and 
review any and all educational records related to themselves or their children, 
including the right to challenge the content of information and to correct any 
misleading or inaccurate information in accordance with the Family Educational 
Rights and Privacy Act.  Parents also have the right to consent to the release 
of personally identifiable information about themselves or their children.   
  
Stamford has a student conduct and discipline code in the School Calendar.  
This code includes a Student Bill of Rights and Responsibilities, a Code of 
Conduct for on school grounds and at  school sponsored activities.  There is 
also a range of penalties that may be imposed for violating the code.  Please 
go over the Student Conduct and Discipline Code with your child.  If there are 
any questions or explanations needed, contact Mrs. Tonda Dunbar, 
Superintendent. 
  
Stamford Central School, in compliance with Federal and State laws and 
regulations, has anti-discrimination, equal opportunity, anti-sexual harassment 
policies, and Homeless Student and Unaccompanied Youth policies.  Anyone 
wishing to see these policies should contact the school via the Main Office. 
  
 Tonda Dunbar, Superintendent 
  
  
  

S.C.O.P.E 
  

 

S.C.O.P.E. stands for Stamford 
Central Organization of Parents and 
Educators.  The purpose of S.C.O.P.E 
is to involve the community and the 
parents actively in their child’s 
educational program. 
  
S.C.O.P.E. also provides opportunities 
to discuss common concerns about 
raising children and distributes 
information about school programs as 
well as key issues facing parents and 
children. 
  
S.C.O.P.E. has sponsored PARP 
(Parents as Reading Partners), 
various elementary sports programs, 
roller skating and swimming outings. 
  
Meetings are held once a month.  New 
comers are welcome. 

S.C.O.P.E. stands for Stamford 
Central Organization of Parents and 
Educators.  The purpose of 
S.C.O.P.E is to involve the 
community and the parents actively 
in their child’s educational program. 
  
S.C.O.P.E. also provides 
opportunities to discuss common 
concerns about raising children and 
distributes information about school 
programs as well as key issues 
facing parents and children. 
  
S.C.O.P.E. has sponsored PARP 
(Parents as Reading Partners), 
various elementary sports programs, 
roller skating and swimming outings. 
  
Meetings are held once a month.  
New comers are welcome. 
  

 

Official Board of 
Education Meetings  

2010 - 2011 
5:30PM Room # 115 

September 9 
October 14 

November 10 
December 9 
January 13 
February 10 

March 10 
April 14 
May 12 
June 9 

Annual Budget Hearing  
May 10 

Budget Vote May 17 

School Opens 
  

Full Day of Classes  
On Thursday,  

September 2, 2010. 

**NEW BELL SCHEDULE FOR** 
2010-2011 

  
8:03 –   Warning Bell 
8:08 –   Attendance 
8:08 – 8:48 Period 1 
8:48 – 8:52 Announcements 
8:55 – 9:35 Period 2 
9:38 – 10:18 Period 3 
10:21 – 11:01 Period 4 
11:04 – 11:42 Period 5A 
11:30 – 12:08 Period 5B 
11:45 – 12:23 Period 6A 
12:11 – 12:49 Period 6B 
12:52 – 1:32 Period 7 
1:35 – 2:13 Period 8 
2:16 – 2:56 Period 9 
  
Dismissal for K-1 is 2:50  
Dismissal for 2-12 is 2:56 
Buses depart at 3:05 
  
    

  

  
  

  

 

Grades 1 ð 4 Parent Orientation  

Wednesday, September 8, 201 0 at  6:00 P.M.  

  

Grades 5 -6 Parent Orientation  

Tuesday, September  14, 2010  at 6:00 P.M.  

  
Teachers at each grade level will review goals and objectives for the 
school year.  Also to be reviewed will be curriculum policies and 
procedures.   School Calendars will be available at these events. 

Tuesday, September  14, 201 0 

  

Grades 7 ð12 Parent Orientation 6:45 

P.M.  

  

This is a wonderful opportunity to meet each of your son’s and 
daughter’s teachers and learn about the expectations and 
experiences they will have in each of their courses.  The evening 
will begin at 6:45 p.m. in the auditorium with a welcome and 
overview of the changes for the 2010-2011 school year.   
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BASSETT HEALTHCARE 

  
Bassett Healthcare Network School Based Health Center at Stamford Central School is pleased to be a part of the SCS 
family.  Everyone has been so welcoming.  We have enjoyed meeting so many of you and look forward to meeting the 
rest of you!  Please feel free to stop in or give us a call.   
  
It has been a pleasure to get to know parents, students, teachers, administration, staff and community members through 
our School Based Health Center (SBHC) & the Community Advisory Committee (CAC).  The student involvement in our 
meetings and at our grand opening was wonderful.   
  
Thank you to everyone who has helped us to get started.  We give special thanks to Candy Liberati the school nurse 
and to the maintenance department.  They have been so helpful and a pleasure to work with.  We truly appreciate all 
that the office staff and the faculty has done to help make this a success.   
  
Enrollment packets for the SBHC are available in our office, the main office and the guidance office.  If you would like a 
packet sent to your home or sent home with your son or daughter give us a call or have them stop in.  You are more 
than welcome to come in too.  Please sign in at the main office first.   
  
Any students interested in volunteering please see Laura Thonnesen the Medical Office Assistant.  We welcome your 
ideas, help making posters and serving on the CAC.   
  
Students, please be thinking about a name for our SBHC.  For example, South Kortright is SHAK, Worcester is WISH, 
Delhi is DASH (Delhi Academy Student Health) & others are Health Base or Health zone.  Let’s get creative & have fun!   
  
We are here, right in the school to provide primary and preventive health care services to students enrolled in the 
program.  Please feel free to contact a member of your child’s SBHC team if you have any questions.   
  
We suggest that you periodically check our website www.bassett.org/wc/sbhc.cfm for updates and new information and 
your school’s website.   
  
We look forward to seeing everyone in September and an exciting, healthy year.   
  
Your School- Based Health Center team is: 
  
Chris Kjolhede, MD, MPH,      Beth Beaudet, FNP-BC  Rod Boberts, LCSW  Laura 
Thonnesen, MOA   
Director, School-Based Health  
  
Our LPN will be announced very soon! 
  
Phone: 607-652-2065 
Fax:  607- 652- 5681 

 
  

Thanks for your positive feedback! 
  

If you didn’t receive any automated calls last school year relative to events and/or closings/delays, please call the main 
office with your current phone numbers.  We are using the phone numbers from our student database.  Also, if your 

number(s) has/have changed, please let us know – and we’ll update our records.  Thanks! 
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DMV NEWS - Junior Learner’s Permit Upstate Restrictions 
  
With Your Junior Learner Permit 

  
You may drive: 

 Between the hours of 5 AM and 9 PM only under the direct supervision of a person who is at least age 21 and has a license 

valid for driving the vehicle you are driving. 

 Between the hours of 9 PM and 5 AM only under the direct supervision of:  

 Your parent, guardian, or a person "in loco parentis," or 

 A driver education teacher, or a driving school instructor. 

 The person who supervises your driving must be at least age 21 and have a license valid for the vehicle you are driving. 

 The only passenger allowed in the front seat is your supervising driver. 

 With no more than one passenger under age 21 unless the passengers are members of your immediate family.  

 You can have more than one passenger under age 21 if your supervising driver is your licensed parent, guardian, person "in loco 

parentis," driver education teacher or driving school instructor. 

 If your permit was issued before February 22, 2010, you can drive with no more than two passengers under age 21 unless the 

passengers are members of your immediate family. 

 If your permit was issued before February 22, 2010, you can have more than two passengers under age 21 if your supervising 

driver is your licensed parent, guardian, person "in loco parentis," driver education teacher or driving school instructor. 

 Only when you and every passenger wears a seat belt, one seat belt per person. All children under age four must ride in 

federally-approved child safety seats.  

 If the child is more than 40 pounds in weight, they must use a proper child restraint system such as a booster seat. 

 Until their 8th birthday, children must use a proper child restraint system. 

 Children more than four feet nine inches tall are allowed to use a seat belt and shoulder harness. 

You may not drive: 

 At any time on any street within a park in New York City, or any bridge or tunnel under the jurisdiction of the Triborough Bridge 

and Tunnel Authority. 

 At any time on the Cross County, Hutchinson River, Saw Mill River, or Taconic State parkways in Westchester County. 

 At any time in a DMV road test area. 

 At any time without a proper supervising driver or in violation of the above restrictions. 

  

Important Information for Junior Drivers with Permits 

When you take your road test, you must give the DMV license examiner: 

Your photo learner permit. 

A completed form MV-262 (Certification of Supervised Driving). With this statement your parent or guardian verifies that you have 
completed at least 50 hours of practice driving with a proper supervising driver (as defined above), with at least 15 hours at night 
(after sunset). You do not need proof of practice driving if you are age 17 and present a valid form MV-285 driver education 
certificate as proof that you passed a state-approved driver education course. 

  

A form MV-278 pre-licensing course completion certificate. Before you can make a road test appointment, you must first complete an 
approved pre-licensing safe driving course. If a certified driver education course is completed, and a form MV-285 driver education 
certificate is issued, the MV-278 is not required. However, the driver education teacher may issue an MV-278 when what would be 
covered in the 5 hour course has been covered during the driver education course. To complete this requirement, all other drivers 
must take a special five-hour course available at most professional driving schools. To locate where this course is offered, look in the 
yellow pages of your local telephone directory under "Driving Instruction." 
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